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Bootcamp 2020 

On Tuesday 22nd September cohort 2 students 

commenced “ML-LABS Bootcamp”. This is the 

orientation programme for CRT ML-Labs students 

and this year it will take place virtually. 

Students will attend 3 half days per week for a total of 10 weeks and the 

programme will consist of workshops, peer learning seminars, student 

presentations and,  a group project.   
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Students Conference Papers 

Due to concerns about COVID-19 all conferences were held entirely online.  

The European Conference on Machine Learning and 

Principles and Practice of Knowledge Discovery in Data-

bases is the premier European machine learning and 

data mining conference.  

Well done to our students Bahavathy Kathirgamanathan, James Fitzpatrick 
and Thu Trang Nguyen  that presented at ECML-PKDD:  

"Feature Selection Method for Multi-Dimension Time-Series Data",  
B. Kathirgamanathan and P. Cunningham. 

 
"Creating and Characterising Electricity Load Profiles of Residential Build-
ings", J. Fitzpatrick, P. Carroll and D. Ajwani 

"A Model-Agnostic Approach to Quantifying the Informativeness of Ex-
planation Methods for Time Series Classification", T. T. Nguyen, T. Le 
Nguyen and G.Ifrim 

 

Courtney Ford has had a paper accepted in IJCAI-20 Work-

shop on Explainable AI (XAI). Due to Covid-19 the workshop 

is postponed to January 2021 but you can the paper is al-

ready available:  

"Play MNIST For Me! User Studies on the Effects of Post-Hoc, Example-
Based Explanations & Error Rates on Debugging a Deep Learning, Black-
Box Classifier", C. Ford, E. M. Kenny, M. T. Keane  

 

 

The ACM Recommender Systems conference (RecSys) brings together the 

main international research groups working on recommender systems, 

along with many of the world’s leading e-commerce companies, it has be-

come the most important annual conference for the presentation and dis-

cussion of recommender systems research.  Ciara Feely presented the pa-

per  "Providing Explainable Race-Time Predictions and Training Plan Recom-

mendations to Marathon Runners". C. Feely, B. Caulfield, A. Lawlor, B. 

Smyth  
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A DASHBOARD POWERED BY AI 

 

 

 

 

Ciara Feely and Courtney Ford are the minds behind Daysier,  a produc-

tivity tool that provide personalised recommendation on how to organ-

ise your daily workload and and leave behind your work-related strug-

gles. Ciara and Courtney came third place in the Nova UCD Student En-

terprise Competition (read more) and will continue to receive support 

from Nova UCD for their start-up www.daysier.co.  

 

ETHICS in AI 

 

 

 

Marguerite Barry and her collaborators examine the construction of 

expectation of "ethical AI" and consider the implications of these ex-

pectations for communication and governance in the paper 

"Expectation of AI and the Performativity of Ethics: Implications for 

Communication Governance" published in Big Data & Society Vol 7 (1) 

More than 50 participants from different disciplines attended the 2nd 

Workshop on Implementing Machine Ethics organised by Vivek Nallur. 

The workshop examined the technological, political social, legal and 

philosophical implementations of ethics in machines. Presenta-

tions and notes are available on the workshop website. 

 

Paula Carroll is the founder and chair of the EURO WISDOM forum. 

The Forum aims to provide a platform to support, empower and en-

courage the participation of all genders in Operational Research. Visit 

the website for the webinar on "Bias/Fairness and AI" with panelist Dr 

Susan Leavy, Dr Claire Gormley, Prof Alan Smeaton and Dr Fintan Cos-

tello. 

 

Kalpana Shankar co-authored an opinion piece on why journals, fun-

ders and scholars must work together to create an infrastructure to 

study peer review: "Unlock ways to share data on peer review". 

https://www.ucd.ie/innovation/researchers-and-students/ucd-startup-stars/
http://www.daysier.co
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2053951720915939
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2053951720915939
https://aristotle.ucd.ie/
https://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/1654/wisdom
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-00500-y?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf230606958=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luca Longo gave A TEDx Talk at Innopolis on Explainable AI and co-

authored the paper “Explainable Artificial Intelligence: Concepts, Appli-

cations, Research Challenges and Visions” on Machine Learning and 

Knowledge Extraction   

https://www.springerprofessional.de/en/explainable-artificial-intelligence-concepts-applications-resear/18298140
https://www.springerprofessional.de/en/explainable-artificial-intelligence-concepts-applications-resear/18298140
https://twitter.com/ml_labs_irl
https://www.ml-labs.ie/

